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COMMODOREõS CORNERð B R I A N  J .  B U R K E 

 
 I am pleased to report that the 2011 Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge was a great success both on and off the water and 

while the numbers are still being finalized, it is certain that the club made a substantial profit over the course of the event.. 

 

 Initially, I would like to thank Pat Ross and Shan Kirk for doing an incredible job as co-chairs of the regatta.   I would 

also like to thank Cleve Fair for being the principal race officer for the regatta, Faith Albert for organizing all of the volunteers 

and ensuring that every position was staffed over the three day event, Jean Sparkman for organizing, planning and assisting in 

the preparation of all of the food served during the regatta and Kaia Schindler for bringing it all together. 

 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank ALL of our members who volunteered over the last few weeks and who 

helped make the 2011 Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge a great success. Many of our volunteer members were at the club from 

morning to night over the course of three days.  In speaking with individuals from other clubs, they always indicate that they 

enjoy coming to Pontchartrain Yacht Club because of the hospitality shown to them. While our staff is second to none, I am 

convinced that this warm PYC hospitality is a direct result of our members taking on traditional paid staff roles which permits 

visitors to interact with our members in almost every aspect of their visit to PYC.  

 

Most importantly, I would also like to congratulate the Pontchartrain Yacht Club 2011 Sir Thomas Lipton team for taking sec-

ond place overall and for winning the sportsmanship award which, relating back to the preceding paragraph, shows what a 

great group of members we have assembled at Pontchartrain Yacht Club. 

 

Finally, PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ANNUAL MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR NOVEMBER 13, 2011 AT 4:00 p.m. with a grill night to 

follow.  At the meeting, the membership will vote on the slate of candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee to fill the 

positions on the Board of Directors which will become vacant at the end of the year.  The slate of candidates chosen by the 

Nominating Committee are: Tom Jarvis, Gary Thorson, Dick Jones and Paul Stevens.  A brief bio will be sent out via the PYC e-

mail system (thanks Georgia) and will be posted on the club notice board. 

 

Thanks, Brian 
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  The one-design team would like to take this chance to thank the volunteers that made the Lipton regatta 

such a huge success for the club. Without the hard work of the so many people it would not have been possible for the club to 

achieve such a tremendous undertaking like the 2011 Liptonõs. For those of you that were not available, or did not have the 

opportunity to attend the trophy presentation, PYC received the sportsmanship trophy.  

 The sportsmanship trophy was, without a doubt, a reflection of who PYC is, and the congenial atmosphere that PYC 

maintains both for its members and guests. PYCõs continued ability to get things done, both its members and staff of hard 

working professionals, is directly reflected in the receipt of this yearõs sportsmanship trophy. It is also evident through the Cap-

dieville teamõs 4th consecutive 2nd place finish in the Liptonõs.  We, the PYC sailing team, appreciate you all and know that be-

cause of your hard work, PYC will maintain its position at the peak of GYAõs regatta management team. Thank you for all you 

did to assure our clubõs success. 

 As for sailing this fall, we are working to get our Lido fleet reenergized. We will start with a fun sail to Fountain Blue 

State park on Saturday the 8th of October, followed by free Chili and Chicken noodle soup for the LSU game. The plan is to start 

sailing around 11 and head to the beach; we will make a few detours along the way and then run some fun races off the 

beach. We would like to get back to the club about 330 where we will pregame and celebrate deep into the night. Until then, 

thanks for all you do and keep sailing. 

 

Brock 

 

 

 

Racer/Cruiser, Non-Spinnaker Racing is alive and well at PYC.  Four races into the six race 2011 PYC Non- 

Spinnaker Series, weõve had fifteen club member boats participating, and a different winner in each of the four races.   

It looks like the boat to beat is John Davidõs òKnot Normaló.  John currently leads the series with a first, two seconds, and a 

third.  With two races to go there are still a few boats in striking distance of òKnot Normaló.  Besides yours truly with òVoodoo 

Childó, Henry Barousseõs òSummer Wind ò, and Nigel Beal on òJ Spotó all will be taking shots at the front.   

And the racing is tight behind these first four.  Jay Watkins on òNight Windó, Ray Swinneyõs òReiversó and Brian Keatingõs 

òRhynieó  are all in the hunt in every race.  After missing the first two races, John Waller and òCube Libreó are mixing it up with 

the pack, too.  Iõve even seen òSea Foxó on the race course, overloaded with commodores, past and present.  It looked like a 

floating board meeting. 

The racing has been good, but the best part has been that it is a fun, hassle free, easy going  way to enjoy being on the water 

racing with friends.  The boats may be old, and the skippers older, but it is the most fun, Iõve had on the water in a few years.   

Most of the credit goes to club members Henry Barousse and Brian Keating who have brought together the common interest 

of PYC and the North Shore Corinthians to get boats out on the water in a series within a series.   Come on out and join us.  

The next race is on Saturday, October 8th.   

Tom Quinlan 

 

 

L I D O S- T O M  Q U I N L A N 

O N E  D E S I G Nð B R O C K  S CH M I D T 
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J U N I O R Sð R O B  D O O L I T TL E  

 
 
 

What better way to start a chart article then to congratulate our Jr Lipton team on a top 5 finish at this yearõs regatta hosted by 

Fairhope Yacht Club.  This is an outstanding accomplishment, and even more so considering the youth of our junior team.  No 

pressure kids, but with no one aging out for next year PYC should be a force to be reckoned with on Southernõs home turf!  

Congratulations too to Tom Barclay for bringing home the òUncle Roy trophyó, given to the winning skipper of the final race.  

Tom, along with Brady Barclay at middle, and Avery Sollberger on foredeck walked the dog on the rest of the fleet with a very 

definitive first place finish.  Way to go guys! 

Sail camp:  We had a very successful year getting all 4 sessions running.  Thank you to all of the instructors.  Having taught our 

sail camp in my younger days, I know what a challenge it is to keep that many kids safe, enthusiastic, and focused, all while 

enduring the brutal heat of our summers and the occasional overbearing parent.  THANK GOD ITõS OVER!!!! 

On a brighter note, we finally have a new all-purpose boat at the club.  Because of the consummate efforts of Cleve Fair we 

have a very nice center console, 20 ft HydraSport  with a 200hp Evinrude.  A vast improvement over our beloved C-Hawk 

(which is still for sale if anyone knows of an interested partyé).  Kudos to Cleve! 

 

See you on the water, 

Rob 
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I want to start off thanking everyone for a wonderful Liptonôs regatta, Pat and Shan and their committees did an amazing 

job on both the dates! 

October is another busy month at the club.  On the first weekend, October 1 and 2, there is the Fishing Rodeo, an LSU game 

Saturday night and a noon Saints game Sunday.  October 4th, the PYC book club will be discussing Wench.  Salad days have 

given way to cooler weather, we hope to have gumboôs or soups on Tuesday nights along with the İ price bottles of wine.   

The following weekend October 8 and 9 has a Lido race Saturday afternoon, followed by the LSU game and Brock Schmidt 

has graciously offered to cook ófreeô chicken noodle soup.  Sunday the 9th the Saints play at noon.  The Louisiana Philhar-

monic is playing a symphony on the lakefront at 5pm.that afternoon.  

Many of our members are involved with the Wooden Boat Festival in Madisonville which is being held October 15 and 16.  

LSU is playing that Saturday night and the Saints play at 3:15 on Sunday the 16th.    

Friday October 21st we will have a small deviation from the usual Friday night.  Dick and Judy Jones have again agreed to 

coordinate Lobster Night.  Saturday October 22
nd

, Gigi and CJ Savone are hosting a Halloween Party to which everyone in 

the club is invited.  There is a LSU game that night as well.  Sunday the 23rd finds the Saints at home in the dome at 7:20 pm.   

The LPRC is the weekend of October 28, 29, and 30.  Tammany Yacht Club in Slidell is hosting this year.  There is a chili 

cook-off that Saturday hosted by the Rotary Club.  We are attempting to put together a chili team from PYC!  Sunday the 

30th, the Saints play at noon.   

Upcoming:  PARTY:  11/11/11, at 11:11am until 11:11pmé.continuous live entertainment, pop-tarts, champagne, Bridgetôs 

Birthday, Veterans Dayédetails will followé  

Annual Meeting:  November 13th, 4 pm after a noon Saints game with Grill Night to follow. 

 

Smooth sailing, 

Erin 

S O C I A Lð E R I N  P O W E L L 
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    Well we finally got it done. The 91st Sir Thomas Lipton Challenge is in the record book. Congratulations to our PYC team 

for their 2nd place finish, it came down to the last leg of the last race, way to go guys. We have already started looking for 

your crew outfits for next year!! We started this journey 10 months ago and Shan and I are thrilled at  the way everything 

turned out. Everyone worked so hard from the beginning to the bitter end to make sure everything was first class. Everyone I 

talked to that weekend from other clubs could not say enough about our PYC family. With that said there is no way that 

Shan and I could ever thank everyone enough for all the hard work that all of you put it. Everything (except for TS Lee) was 

perfect!! From the hundreds of hours worked on the grounds of the club and dry storage before the regatta to the group of 

folks that were at the club just about around the clock for the regatta weekend. I can not even begin to tell you how much we 

appreciate all that you all did to make this regatta such a success. We overcame all obstacles that were thrown at us and 

made it look easy in the process. The club looked great, race committee was spot on, the food was awesome, the Drunken 

Sailors rocked, tickets were sold as fast as we could print them, the bar was full and the sponsors were over the 

top!!  Hopefully not to many of you found left over funny money in your pockets. We out did ourselves yet again!! Thank you 

all so much and I will say it again.. I am so proud to be a member of the best club in the GYA!! Thank You! Thank You! 

Thank You! See you at the club,  

Pat Ross 

L I P T O Nð P A T  R O S S 



 

 

N A P P I N G  A T  L I P T O N S :  J E A N ,  R I C H A R D  A N D  L Y N N 

Page 6  

      

N A P P I N G  A T  L I P T O N S :  J E A N ,  R I C H A R D  A N D  L Y N N 

LIPTONõ FIRST PLACE P A S S  C H R I S T I A N 
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P A T  R O S S  A T  T H E  L I P TO N  T R O P H Y  C E R E M O N Y 

S C O R E K E E P I N G  B Y  J U L IE  A N D  H E A T H E R 
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