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COMMODOREôS CORNER:   BOB  L IPSCOMB 

 

Once again I would like to begin by reminding all that our Annual Meeting will be Sunday Novem-

ber 14th   at 4:00 PM.   We will have Grill night dinner following the meeting.  We will be giving out 

our annual awards to sailors and members alike.  The new Board members will be introduced 

along with change in Board positions.   

 

Our PYC 2010 Lake Pontchartrain Northshore Open Fishing Rodeo was a huge success.   Special 

thanks goes to Vaughn Sollberger and all of the volunteers who helped with this annual event 

such as:    John Williams (Master of Ceremonies), Kathleen Sides and Greg Purdy (Weigh In), 

Becca Choate (T-Shirt Design), Todd Schwander (Fried Seafood Buffet), John Choate (House and 

Grounds Preparation)  The kids as well as the adults enjoyed not only the fishing but the excite-

ment of the weigh in and the award ceremony.   

 

 We are indeed a sailing club, and proud of it.  However, the Fishing Rodeo proves that we can get 

together, in true PYC fashion, as a club for a non-sailing event.  I saw members at the rodeo that I 

have not seen in quite some time.  Getting the members together, regardless of the purpose al-

ways proves to be pure entertainment for all. 

 

I was fortunate enough to meet several perspective members at the Rodeo.  I met one family from 

Atlanta who were considering a move to Mandeville.  They had a daughter the same age as my 

daughter, Rachel.  I introduced their daughter to Sidney Kerr and Rachel.  When they move to 

Mandeville their daughter already has friends at PYC which is a great initial reason for them to 

join the club.    

 

The Saints Game, against the Panthers, drew many members to the club to watch the game.   

This victory proved that we are still a Championship Team.  The LSU game was also on the 

screens at PYC.  This was one of the most exciting games I have seen in quite some time.   The 

general consensus is that Alabama was òout coachedó.  The games of the future will be LSU vs. 

Alabama not Les Miles vs. Nick Saban.   
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 C O M M O D O R E- B O B  L I P S CO M B 

 

It is already November, hard to believe.  It seems like it was just yesterday when we saw the Saints win the Super bowl back in 

January.  It has been an active year at the club with a record setting number of Regattaõs.  To refresh our memories those Re-

gattaõs are as follows:   

   Hobie 33 Regatta 

   Schoolõs Out Regatta 

   U.S. Sailing Semi Finals 

   Back To School Regatta 

   Multi Hull Regatta 

   LPRC 

   Lido Intergalactic Championships 

   PYC Opening Day 

   GYA Opening Day   

   Spring Race Series 

 

Members of all ages, new members and old are the reason that this Regattaõs are such a huge success. 

 

Remember we are a volunteer club and we NEED our volunteers.  It does seem though that we have the same corp. group of 

volunteers event after event.  Please and I repeat Please volunteer to help out whether it is for a Regatta, Friday Night Food,  

Special Events, etc.   Invite your family and friends.  Show them that PYC members can come together for work or play and have 

a great time doing so. 

 

Remember, volunteer and meet new friends. 

 

See you at òThe Clubó. 

 

Your Commodore 

 

  

Bobby 
 



 

 

V I C E  C O M M O D O R E- B R I A N  B U RK E 
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As of the writing of this article the numbers are not finished being crunched, but from the crowd 

in the bar on Thursday and Friday night I would say that the LPRC, as far as Pontchartrain Yacht Club is 

concerned, was a success.  If I tried to name everyone who helped out I would certainly forget to name a 

lot of people, but what I can say for sure is that it was a group effort and a lot of members chipped in to 

pull it off including the sailors and members of the race committee who jumped off the boats and headed 

to the Club to help get things done. 

And let us not forget the reason that this event was taking place, namely the sailing.  And once 

again Pontchartrain Yacht Club sailors represented the Club in fine fashion.  Bob Hodges and The Dark 

Side took first in multi hull; Lee Eikel and Last Call took second in Spinnaker A; Steven Attard and Viva 

Las Vegas took third in Spinnaker B; Kyle C. Wild and Sierra took seventh in Spinnaker B; Robert Keis-

ter and Wild Card took second in Spinnaker C; Ken Buhler and Jalapeno took second in Spinnaker D; 

Gerald Kuehler and Esprit De Vie took third in Spinnaker D; Jeff and Suzanne Waters and Gritz 2 took 

fourth in Spinnaker D; Steven Choate and The Bear took first in Spinnaker E; and John and Debra David 

and Knot Normal took third in Non Spinnaker.   

Looking forward, the final two months of the year are packed with events going on at the Club 

including, but not limited to, the boat parade, the ladies luncheon, the dirty santa party, etc.  Please make 

sure to monitor your PYC emails and to check with the Club for details.  Also, the Club continues to 

have food on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights along with corresponding drink specials 

on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights so plan on stopping by the Club for dinner and socializing 

with friends.     

In the not to distant future, please remember that the Pontchartrain Yacht Club Annual Meeting 

for 2010 shall be held on Sunday November 14, 2010 at 4:00.  Please plan to attend. 

 

As per the PYC Bylaws, the Nominating Committee shall nominate a slate of members to be sub-

mitted to the general membership at the Annual Meeting for election to the Board of Directors.  

 

There are four positions open on the Board of Directors and the members chosen by the Nominat-

ing Committee and a brief message from each member are set forth below: 
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Scott Discon 

 

My partner, Scott Williams and I live in Old Mandeville with our 4 dogs.  I am a native of New Orleans, LA. I 

spent each summer as a child sailing and boating on  Lake Pontchartrain at my families summer home on 

North Shore Beach, Slidell, LA. I attended LSU and graduated from Loyola University in New Orleans with a 

BBS in Marketing. I then received a Juris doctorate degree from Mississippi College School of Law in 1988. I 

have been a member of both the Louisiana and Mississippi State Bar Associations since 1989.  I am pres-

ently an associate attorney with the Discon Law Firm in Mandeville, LA since 1990.   

I am also: 

   

A Realtor with Talbot Historic Properties, NOLA since 2006; 

 

President/CEO of FOY Smoothie Company, Atlanta, GA from 1994 to 2005; 

 

A Member, Sigma Chi Fraternity, LSU; 

 

A Founding Member/President of City Bark Mow Rons, LLC; 

 

2 year consecutive President of Mandeville on the Lake Civic Association, 2007-2009;  

 

A Member of Pontchartrain Yacht Club since 2007; 

 

A founding Board Member, City Bark at City Park, NOLA; 

 

An event Co-Chair, LASPCA Howling Success 2010; and 

 

A member of  Keep Mandeville Beautiful. 

 

  

Thank you, 

Scott Discon 

Bobby Lipscomb 

 

I will soon be approaching the end of my 3 year term on the PYC Board of Directors.  I spent the first 2 years as House and 

Grounds Director and this year as Your Commodore.  I have consulted my family and friends and decided I would like to have 

the opportunity to serve PYC for 1 more year, in whatever capacity serves the Club best. 

 

Bobby 

Commodore PYC 
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 My wife, Hilda, and I have lived in Mandeville for 36 years and raised our family here.  We have 2 daughters, a son, 4 

grand boys, 3 step-grand boys and a grand daughter.  The grand boys took sailing lessons this summer in their Lido 14. 

 

I am a 1963 graduate of LSU with a B.S. is aeronautical engineering and a minor in mathematics.  I am a Veteran of 

the United States Marine Corps. 

 

I am retired from Fair Engineering, a company I founded in 1974 when we moved to Mandeville, however I remain 

active in several other business endeavors.  I am a past member of the Board of Directors for Parish National Bank and pres-

ently serve on the Whitney Northshore advisory board. 

 

We joined PYC around 1978.  I first joined the PYC Board in 1980 and served as Race Chairman, Vice Commodore 

and Commodore through 1983. 

 

I have served on numerous committees through the years including, but not limited to: GYA Offshore Challenge Cup 

for 6 years, the last 3 of which as Chairman; GYA Offshore Safety Council; GYA PHRF Handicap Committee, initially serving on 

the Executive Committee and then served as Chairman; and the LPRC jury serving part of the time as the jury chair.  I have 

also served as a Lipton Judge for many years. 

 

I have chaired or co-chaired many regattas at PYC including national and regional events such as the OõDay semifinals 

and GYA Liptons when hosted by PYC. 

 

I competed many years ago on òSecond Windó, a Pearson 26 and also on òMan O Waró, a J 35.  I was a founding 

member of the GYA J 35 Class and served as a National Governor of the J 35 Class. 

 

I presently serve PYC as PRO (Principal Race Officer) and as custodian of òSea Shepherdó.  I am also active in the 

òDead Commodoresó advisory group. 

 

If elected I expect to expand my role in òRace Administrationó and to serve the club in whatever manner I may contrib-

ute. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Cleve Fair, Past Commodore 

 

Cleve Fair 

 

My name is Cleve Fair and I have been asked by the nominating committee to stand for election to the Pontchartrain 

 Yacht Club Board of Directors.  I have considered this request and have agreed to serve if elected. 

 

Many of you know me and my long history with PYC.  This is written for those who do not know me. 
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      Get your calendars ready!  The next 2 months are action packed staring on Friday, November 5th PYC is 

hosting the Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation annual ñLetôs Make Wavesò featuring a silent auction, enter-

tainment by Overboard and a tasty menu provided by several local restaurants.  This is a great party for a great 

causeéfor more info call 540-836-2205 or go on line to www.saveourlake.org 

 

     Our annual meeting is Sunday, Nov. 14th, with grill night to follow.  There is no Saints game that dayéno 

excuses.  Saturday Nov. 20th is Lobster night and Sunday the 21st is Brunch.  The club will be closed on Thurs-

day, Nov 25th for Thanksgiving but save your leftovers and bring them to the club to share a pot luck feast Fri-

day night. 

 

     The calendar for November and December on the pontyc.org web sight is up to date so you can check it out 

but also watch for email updates from Georgia.  If you would like to sign up for a Friday dinner, please contact 

me at jssparky@bellsouth.net 

     

 

 

 

It is my honor to run for the board of the Pontchartrain Yacht Club.  I have been sailing since the early 

1970õs.  Prior to moving to Mandeville we were members of the Port Huron Yacht Club in Michigan.  We 

joined Pontchartrain Yacht Club in 1985; my children more or less grew up there.  I have enjoyed the 

friendships I have made over the years at PYC; the members are the nicest and friendliest around.  My 

children and grandchildren love to come there.   

 

Since 1982, I have worked for the St. Tammany Parish School Board as a School Psychologist. 

 

I have worked closely with Kaia and Jean as well as Bridget and Cathy on numerous social activities.  If 

chosen to the board I will put forth my best efforts to serve and represent the members in whatever ca-

pacity the board deems necessary.             

 

Erin Powell 

Erin Powell 

 

S O C I A L- J E A N  S P A R K M A N 
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F L E E T  C A P T A I N- R O B  D O O L I T T L E 

 

There is one more project I would like to add to our end of the year goal and that is to build a 
wooden rack for the Opti's.  The rack will be 4 Opti's wide and 3 Opti's high and will go along the 
north fence, across from the baseball field. This area will be the dolly boat area as the plan is to add 
laser's, sunfish, and 420's in the future. Please let me know if you would like to help me with this 
project by calling or emailing me. November should have some great weather to get this under way. 
Hope to hear from you soon!  

 

See you on the water! 

Rob Doolittle  

Fleet Captain 

captainrob1@live.com 

mailto:captainrob1@live.com
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 R O D E O  C H A I R :  V A U G H A N  S O L L B E R G E R 

2010 Lake Pontchartrain Northshore Open Fishing Rodeo  
 

Thank you all for supporting the 2010 Lake Pontchartrain Northshore Open Fishing Rodeo at the Mandeville Har-
bor!  What a record-breaking year!   SEVEN new First Place Rodeo Records were recorded in the 2010 event: Speckled 
Trout, Bull Red, Black Drum, Gafftop, White Trout, Gross Weight by Boat , and the Calcutta , too.  There was more 
fierce competition than ever before in all of the categories with favorable weather conditions to produce heavy weigh-ins 
by a lot of anglers, particularly the Ladiesô and Juniorsô categories.  Weigh Master Gregg Purdy  recorded just over 
1,000# of fish for this yearôs rodeo, and Score Keeper  Kathleen Sides  could barely keep up with the intense shuffling of 
leaders recorded on the board on Sunday.  

  

The heaviest stringers brought in by captains Ken Sollberger, Mike Brumfield, Shannon Smith, John Ernst and 
David Raggio  did not disappoint any of us and pounded the scales just before the weigh-in closed in front of a rowdy 
crowd and all had a big variety of eligible fish.  None of these guys would admit to where they were fishing, but some 
were spotted along the shorelines of Lake Catherine, Lake Borgne, and somewhere around mid-lake on the Causeway.   

 

Only one disqualification made it into the record books this year, when honest man, Blake Rhodes admitted he caught 
the behemoth 25# Black Drum in his cast net, which is NOT legal LDWF, earning the disqualification, but a lot of respect 
all the same, and was awarded an honorary prize for his effortséthis would have been another rodeo record, and fortu-
nately for him, the Protest Committee of Bob Lipscomb, Brian Burke, Kaia Schindler, Katie Northey, Susie Bishop, 

Tom Jarvis and John Williams did not need to be convened this time! 

 

Todd Schwander  and company definitely had the great food covered again this year, Kaia Schindler  and the 
Pontchartrain Yacht  Club  had all of the set up in great working order, Rebecca Choate  did another excellent T-Shirt 
design, and John Williams  was hilarious once again as the emcee during the awards.  New participants to help us all 
put on this event were Tiger Cozine of Rustyôs Spirits & Tobacco in Mandeville sponsoring the great awards and door 
prizes.  All the prizes were better than ever and I think everyone went home with something!  Gary Bettencourt , of 
Route 22  in Madisonville, has come up with a very cool mobile shrimp tank truck that can handle up to 4,000 or so live 
shrimp at a time.  This adventure was something a little extra for us all this year, and his shipôs store will have plenty of 
live shrimp to save you the trip to Slidell. 

 

Tiger  Cozine  is also an Outdoors Writer and published an article for us in the new edition of Coastal Angler Magazine, 
featuring the ladiesô new competition from Jersey, Kim Kerr !  She and her Black Drum have been sent into bait shops 
from Florida to California by now.  Even though it was her only fish this year, it was on top of the leader board until late in 
the weigh-in when Susie Bishop , Michelle Ernst , Katie Northey , and Lisa C.  all brought in big fish and bumped her 
off! 

 

Organization is already beginning for next yearôs event, starting with exploring handicapping procedures for both Ken 
Sollberger and Mike Brumfield .  Each year these guys consistently weigh in the lionôs share of fish and have definitely 
proven to be our experts.  Thanks to all of you for a great year! 
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